VIA EMAIL: sylvia.jones@pc.ola.org
August 10, 2020
Honourable Sylvia Jones, Solicitor General
Ministry of the Solicitor General
18th Floor, 25 Grosvenor St.
Toronto, ON M7A 1Y6
Dear Solicitor General Jones:
Re: Investigation into the death of Regis Korchinski-Paquet
We are writing on behalf of the Black Legal Action Centre (BLAC) and ARCH Disability Law Centre (ARCH)
to demand for an independent investigation into the death of Regis Korchinski-Paquet. Ms. KorchinskiPaquet, a Black-Indigenous woman, fell 24 storeys to her death in the presence of members of the
Toronto Police Service on May 27, 2020. While the details of the police interaction with Ms. KorchinskiPaquet and what occurred during that time are still not clear, we know that her mother called police for
assistance.1
We understand that the Special Investigations Unit (SIU) is now conducting an investigation into her
death. We remain concerned about the fairness, transparency, and effectiveness of the SIU process in
this matter.2 SIU’s mandate is to “maintain confidence in Ontario’s police services by assuring the public
that police actions resulting in serious injury, death, or allegations of sexual assault are subjected to
rigorous, independent investigations.”3 However, there are growing concerns over the ability of the SIU
to conduct truly independent investigations for the following reasons:
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1. Investigators: The majority of the investigators (including as-required investigators) have a
police background.4 It is unconscionable that a team of mostly former police officers will be able
to investigate “their own” without applying “blue-coloured glasses”.5
2. Findings: The majority of SIU investigations result in findings that clear officers of any
wrongdoing.6
3. Racism and Mistrust: The existence of anti-Black and anti-Indigenous racism within Ontario
policing, combined with concerns around SIU’s pro-police bias7, result in a lack of accountability
when there is little information provided to the public regarding past and ongoing
investigations. This has resulted in serious community distrust.8
4. Ableism: The prevalence of ableism, especially as it pertains to persons with mental health and
addictions disabilities, within Ontario policing,9 alongside the lack of charges laid against police
in the deaths of persons with mental health disabilities by SIU10 is concerning.11 Despite the fact
that a significant percentage of persons shot by police are persons with mental health
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disabilities,12 the SIU has recently stated that it has no plans to monitor or collect data of deaths
by persons with mental health disabilities at the hands of the police.13
BLAC and ARCH are also extremely concerned with the number of people experiencing a mental health
crisis across Ontario who end up dead after interactions with the police.14 In recent months, there have
been a number of Black, Indigenous and racialized people who have died during wellness checks or after
mental health-related calls to the police. On April 06, 2010, DÀndre Campbell, a 26-year-old Black man
living with schizophrenia, was tased and shot to death by Peel Regional Police inside his home after he
called police for help.15 On May 5, 2020, Caleb Tubila Njoko, a Black man from London, Ontario, fell from
15th-floor balcony after the police were called for a mental health crisis. He was pronounced dead in
hospital three days later on May 8. His mother, Nelly Wendo, contacted emergency services over
concerns about her son’s mental health.16 On June 20, 2020, Peel Regional Police also shot and killed
Ejaz Choudry, a 62-years-old man living with schizophrenia, after his family called a non-emergency line
to say he was experiencing a mental health crisis.17 A mental health crisis should not be a death
sentence. These killings cannot be seen separately from ongoing systemic racism within police services.
Multiple comprehensive reports by independent groups such; the Ontario Human Rights Commission,
and Justice Michael Tulloch’s review,18 all suggest that Black and Indigenous communities are targeted
and have been over-policed for a long time.
Also well documented is the disproportionate violence, discrimination, and death that persons with
mental health disabilities are subjected to at the hands of police across Ontario.19 Numerous reports and
coroner’s inquests have recommended and advocated the use of de-escalation techniques by police
when interacting with persons experiencing a mental health crises.20 Despite this, very little has been
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done to implement de-escalation.21 This has led to a disproportionate impact felt acutely and
particularly by persons from Black, Indigenous and racialized communities. The compounding effect of
these intersecting identities when interacting with police continues to have tragic consequences.
Escalation by police is too often the narrative.
We believe increased transparency and accountability in Ontario’s police oversight process is long
overdue. In addition to establishing a full, transparent and independent investigation into the
circumstances of Ms. Korchinski-Paquet’s death, we urge the Government of Ontario to implement
recommendations found in the Honourable Justice Tulloch’s report22 and the Loku
Recommendations.23 Implementation of all the recommendations contained in these reports would be a
significant step forward in terms of rebuilding public trust and, ultimately, tackling institutional racism.
We also demand that the Comprehensive Ontario Police Services Act, 2019 be repealed.
For many members in our communities, public trust in the SIU investigation process has been
completely eroded. Now is the time for an independent investigation to deliver the much-needed justice
to the friends and family of Regis Korchinski-Paquet, to the other victims of police brutality, and to end
the culture of impunity.

Yours truly,
Black Legal Action Centre

ARCH Disability Law Centre

Per:

Per:
Ruth Goba
Executive Director

____________
Robert Lattanzio
Executive Director
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